
Conservation Objectives for 
Cairngorms Special Area of Conservation 

 
 
 
To avoid deterioration of the qualifying habitats (listed below) thus ensuring 
that the integrity of the site is maintained and the site makes an appropriate 
contribution to achieving favourable conservation status for each of the 
qualifying features; and 
 
To ensure for the qualifying habitats that the following are maintained in the 
long term: 
 
¾ Extent of the habitat on site  
¾ Distribution of the habitat within site  
¾ Structure and function of the habitat  
¾ Processes supporting the habitat    
¾ Distribution of typical species of the habitat 
¾ Viability of typical species as components of the habitat 
¾ No significant disturbance of typical species of  the habitat 

 
 

Qualifying Habitats: 
 

• Acid peat-stained lakes and ponds 
• Acidic scree 
• Alpine and subalpine heaths 
• Blanket bog* 
• Bog woodland* 
• Caledonian forest* 
• Clear-water lakes or lochs with aquatic vegetation and poor to moderate 

nutrient levels 
• Dry grasslands and scrublands on chalk or limestone 
• Dry heaths 
• Hard-water springs depositing lime* 
• High-altitude plant communities associated with areas of water seepage* 
• Juniper on heaths or calcareous grasslands 
• Montane acid grasslands 
• Mountain willow scrub 
• Plants in crevices on acid rocks 

cks 
 in upland areas* 

entified by an unstable `quaking` surface 

 

• Plants in crevices on base-rich ro
• Species-rich grassland with mat-grass
• Tall herb communities 
• Very wet mires often id
• Wet heathland with cross-leaved heath 

 
* Indicates priority habitat 

B The conservation objectives for the qualifying species are on the next page 
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Conservation Objectives for 

Cairngorms Special Area of Conservation 
 
 
 
To avoid deterioration of the habitats of the qualifying species (listed below) or 
significant disturbance to the qualifying species, thus ensuring that the 
integrity of the site is maintained and the site makes an appropriate 
contribution to achieving favourable conservation status for each of the 
qualifying features; and 
 
To ensure for the qualifying species that the following are maintained in the 
long term: 
 
¾ Population of the species as a viable component of the site 
¾ Distribution of the species within site 
¾ Distribution and extent of habitats supporting the species 
¾ Structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the 

species 
¾ No significant disturbance of the species 

 
 

Qualifying Species: 
 

• Green shield-moss 
• Otter 

 
 
The site overlaps with Cairngorms and Abernethy Forest Special Protection Areas 
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